
 

 
University of Texas- San Antonio 
 

Congratulations on another successful conference! 

Thank you to everyone who made SSGA’s El MundoZurdo 2013 
possible:  the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), the UTSA Women’s 
Study Institute (WSI), the presenters and moderators, and all the 
student/staff/faculty members who volunteered their time and energy to 
make it all happen. 

El MundoZurdo is a testament to the interest and commitment of 
many people, and we want to acknowledge all who have labored to make it 
happen. Without the scholars and students whose continued engagement 
with Anzaldúa’s work that energizes and gives SSGA life, without the 
community’s desire to remember and keep Anzaldúa’s life and work at the 
center of much needed work for social change, SSGA would not exist. El 
MundoZurdo would not exist. 
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Mark your calendars! 
 

The next El MundoZurdo conference will 
be held inMay2015inAustin,Texas,and 

will be 
hostedbytheCenterforMexicanAmericanS

tudiesattheUniversityofTexasatAustin. 
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“Though we tremble before uncertain futures 

may we meet illness, death, and adversity with strength 

may we dance in the face of our fears.” 

-Gloria Anzaldúa 

"Viva Gloria Anzaldúa," acrylic on canvas, Jake Prendez 

 



Photosfrom El Mundo Zurdo 2013 

 

“To catch the reader's 
attention, place an 
interesting sentence or 
quote from the story 
here.” 
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EMZ 2013 

Feedback 

 

“Great experience 

overall.  Thank you!” 

 

“This is my 1st time 

attending and the 

conference exceeded 

my expectations.  I 

will return in May 

2015.” 

 

“This is an ever 

present healing 

space and I am 

committed to 

continuing to protect 

this space/gathering 

as such with the 

amazing energy of 

the conference.” 

 

“Amazing 

opportunity – I hope 

we can hear from 

Gloria every time we 

meet.” 

 

“Great energy/ 

feeling” 

 

 
 

Many thanks to Mario Longoria and Natalia Deeb-Sossafor sharing their pictures of 

El MundoZurdo 2013. 

For more pictures from the event, go to the El MundoZurdo 2013 section of 

www.gloriaanzaldua.com 
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Elisa Facio is an associate 
professor in the 
Department of Ethnic 
Studies at the University 
of Colorado-Boulder.  
She is the author of 
Understanding Older 
Chicanas: Sociological 
and Policy Perspectives 
and co-editor of 
Enduring Legacies: 
Ethnic Histories and 
Cultures of Colorado. 

 

Irene Lara is an associate 
professor in the 
Department of 
Women’s Studies at 
San Diego State 
University.  Her work 
has been published in 
numerous academic 
journals, and she is the 
author of several book 
chapters, including 
“Healing Sueños for 
Academia” in This 
Bridge We Call Home: 
Radical Visions for 
Transformation. 

Fleshing the Spirit brings together established 

and new writers exploring the relationships 

between the physical body, the spirit and 

spirituality, and social justice activism. 

Examining the complex and dynamic 

connections among these concepts, the writers 

emphasize the value of “flesh and blood 

experience” as a site of knowledge.  They argue 

that spirituality—something quite different 

from institutional religious practice—can heal the mind/body split and set the 

stage for social change. Spirituality, they argue, is a necessary component of an 

alternative political agenda focused on equitable social and ecological change. 

 

The anthology incorporates different genres of writing—such as poetry, 

testimonials, critical essays, and historical analysis—and stimulates the reader to 

engage spirituality in a critical, personal, and creative way. This interdisciplinary 

work is the first that attempts to theorize the radical interconnection between 

women of color, spirituality, and social activism. Before transformative political 

work can be done, the authors say in multiple ways, we must recognize that our 

spiritual need is a desire to more fully understand our relations with others. 

Conflict experienced on many levels sometimes severs those relations, separating 

us from others along racial, class, gender, sexual, national, or other socially 

constructed lines. 

 

Fleshing the Spirit offers a spiritual journey of healing, health, and human 

revolution. The book’s open invitation to engage in critical dialogue and social 

activism—with the spirit and spirituality at the forefront—illuminates the way to 

social change and the ability to live in harmony with life’s universal energies. 

“Collectively these scholars provide us with a way to engage the idea of spirituality 

critically, personally, and creatively.” 

-Dolores Delgado Bernal, co-author of Chicana/Latina Education in Everyday Life:  

Feminista Perspectives on Pedagogy and Epistemology 

 

Fleshing the Spirit 

Spirituality and Activism in Chicana, 

Latina, and Indigenous Women’s 

Lives 
Edited by Elisa Facio and Irene Lara 



 
New Books and Publications 

 

BRANDON D. SHULER of Lubbock edited the previously unpublished work ofHart Stilwell, Glory of 

the Silver King: The Golden Age of Tarpon Fishing. ROBERT JOHNSON is a professor of English at the 

University of Texas–Pan American and author of The Lost Years of William S. Burroughs: Beats in 

South Texas. ERIKA GARZA-JOHNSON’s poetry has been published in The Texas Observer and other 

journals. She teaches composition and literature at South Texas College. 
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New Border Voices (4/7/14) 

Edited by Brandon D. Shuler, Robert Johnson, and Erika Garza-

Johnson 

When the “counter-canon” itself becomes canonized, it’s time to 

reload. This is the notion that animates New Border Voices, an 

anthology of recent and rarely seen writing by Borderlands artists 

from El Paso to Brownsville—and a hundred miles on either side. 

Challenging the assumption that borderlands writing is the 

privileged product of the 1970s and ’80s, the vibrant community 

represented in this collection offers tasty bits of regional fare that 

will appeal to a wide range of readers and students. 

 

I Have Always Been Here 

By Christopher Carmona 

I Have Always Been Here resists the lie that Chican@ language, culture, and people are 

somehow foreign to the American experience, for Chican@ ancestry is as much Native 

American -indigenous to the U.S. Southwest - as it is now European and African. A 

Chican@ Beat poet from the Rio Grande Valley of deep South Texas, Carmona explores 

his own discovery of this truth in this his second poetry collection written in a natural, 

engaging style. 



 

Online and publishing since January 2011, the Mujeres Talk website welcomes short 

submissions of original research, informed commentary and creative work. Essays should be 

500 - 1500 words. We also accept short videos and slide shows with an introduction by 

author/s. We publish once a week, every Tuesday, though the discussion on posts often 

continues into weeks later. SSGA members and friends are invited to submit and to join the 

conversation on the website!  

Mujeres Talk is run by an Editorial Group that includes: Inés Hernandez-Avila, Theresa 

Delgadillo, Lucila Ek, Carmen Lugo-Lugo, Miranda Martinez, SelineSzkupinskiQuiroga, Diana 

Rivera, Felicity Amaya Schaeffer, and Susy Zepeda. 

Visit the site at: http://mujerestalk.org 

Contact us at: mujerestalk@gmail.com 

 

This interdisciplinary study explores how US Mexicana 

and Chicana authors and artists across different 

historical periods and regions use domestic space to 

actively claim their own histories. Through 

“negotiation”—a concept that accounts for artistic 

practices outside the duality of 

resistance/accommodation—and “self-fashioning,” Marci 

R. McMahon demonstrates how the very sites of 

domesticity are used to engage the many political and  

 

 

 

recurring debates about race, gender, and immigration affecting Mexicanas and Chicanas 

from the early twentieth century to today. 

Domestic Negotiations covers a range of archival sources and cultural productions, including 

the self-fashioning of the “chili queens” of San Antonio, Texas, Jovita González’s romance 

novel Caballero, the home economics career and cookbooks of Fabiola Cabeza de Baca, 

Sandra Cisneros’s “purple house controversy” and her acclaimed text The House on Mango 

Street, Patssi Valdez’s self-fashioning and performance of domestic space in Asco and as a 

solo artist, Diane Rodríguez’s performance of domesticity in Hollywood television and direction 

of domestic roles in theater, and Alma López’s digital prints of domestic labor in Los Angeles. 

With intimate close readings, McMahon shows how Mexicanas and Chicanas shape domestic 

space to construct identities outside of gendered, racialized, and xenophobic rhetoric. 

 

 

Domestic Negotiations: Gender, 

Nation, and Self-Fashioning in USMexicana 

and Chicana Literature and Art (Latinidad: 

Transnational Cultures in the United 

States)   

By Marci  R.  McMahon  
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http://mujerestalk.org/
mailto:mujerestalk@gmail.com


 

Noche de colibríes: Ekphrastic Poems is 

synonymous with painting with words that which 

emerges from the center of a woman, poet. 

Polychromatic rhythms are expertly mixed throughout 

the pages of this book. Images accompany each poem 

which celebrates each image. This book goes beyond 

description to create a poem, a story, yet possessing 

rediscovery in each of them. Caraza, as previously 

demonstrated, is a painter-poet where each verse 

impregnates each page with color and is most certainly 

worth reading not only with one’s sight, but also with 

one’s senses of smell, touch, taste and sound. 

Lo quetrae la marea/What the Tide Brings 

This debut collection is amazing. The finesse of the 

storytelling is a pleasure on every page. The 

importance of immigrant issues becomes not a 

political statement so much as an epic story of all 

peoples survival. Although the stories are not linked 

and take place in various geographies China, Europe, 

the United States, and Mexico still, the continuity 

remains with the heroine figure. She is a woman who 

travels through miseries, between the worlds of the 

living and the spirits. La Llorona s shadow casts a spell 

on these stories, where loss occurs, but the natural 

world offers solace, as well as unexpected beauties. 

This is a book of songs as well as myths. 

 

Xánath Caraza is a traveler, educator, poet, and short story writer.  Originally 

from Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico, she has lived in Vermont and Kansas City. She has 

an M.A. in Romance Languages, and lectures in Foreign Languages and 

Literatures at the University of Missouri-Kansas City. 
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Books and Publications 

Upcoming Conferences 

 

Call for Papers Announcement  

MujeresActivas en Letras y Cambio Social (MALCS) invites submissions for its annual Summer Institute to be 

held this year at Northern New Mexico College in Española, NM from July 30-August 2, 2014. This year’s 

theme is “Mapping Geographies of Self: Woman as First Environment.”  MALCS invites conference 

participants to submit proposals for papers, workshops, posters, and performances that relate to this year’s 

theme. 

 

For more information about the MALCS 2014 Summer Institute (including topics, paper requirements, and 

where to send proposals), please visit us at: 

http://www.malcs.org/2014/02/malcs-2014-summer-institute-call-for-papers-submission-deadline-march-

15-2014/ 
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MALCS 2014 Summer Institute- Call for Papers 

(SUBMISSION DEADLINE: March 15, 2014) 

Mapping Geographies of Self: Woman as First Environment 

July 30th -August 2, 2014 

Northern New Mexico College / Española, New Mexico 

 

 

The Second LACAS Latin American, Caribbean, Latin@ and 
Indigenous Undergraduate Student Conference 
 
Old University Union, Binghamton University, Saturday, March 1, 2014 

The deadline to submit a proposal for the Conference is February 20, 2014. Please include 
a 75-150 word abstract/summary (can be longer) of the major conference themes you would 
like to present on at the Conference. Indicate the title and the format you will be using: research 
paper, Power Point or documentary. 
 
Conference themes include: education, politics, economy, criminal justice, race, gender, sexual 
orientation, sexuality, class, ethnicity, color, culture, music, dance. 
 
Sponsored by: Latin American and Caribbean Area Studies Program (LACAS) in conjunction 
with Corazón de Dahlia student organization. Contact: Dr. Juanita Díaz-Cotto, LACAS Director, 
607-777-4250, companeras1994@yahoo.com 
 

Submit proposal at http://binghamton.edu/lacas/student-conference.html 

 

http://www.malcs.org/2014/02/malcs-2014-summer-institute-call-for-papers-submission-deadline-march-15-2014/
http://www.malcs.org/2014/02/malcs-2014-summer-institute-call-for-papers-submission-deadline-march-15-2014/
http://binghamton.edu/lacas/student-conference.html


 

NACCS Regional Tejas Foco Conference 2014 

Chicana/o Studies in Tejas: Transforming our Communities 

Northwest Vista College in San Antonio, TX 

February 20-22, 2014 

About the Conference 

Chicana/o Studies is a field of study that provides students with a comprehensive education.  

However, some institutions continue to remain reluctant to embrace such programs thus adding 

to the negations and negotiations within this vital institutional space. The 2014 NACCS TejasFoco 

Conference wishes to provide spaces where teachers, students, researchers, creative writers, 

artists, activist, and grassroots leaders can come together to produce and promote ideas and 

knowledge about how Chicana/o Studies can continue to build stronger foundations within the 

Culture of Higher Education. 

 

March 6-8, 2014  San Antonio, Texas    For more information:  www.alaconf.org\program\ 

 

Keynote Speakers: 

Norma E. Cantú 

University of Missouri-Kansas City 

Author of  

Canícula:Snapshots of a Girlhood en la Frontera 

 

 

Michael Nava 

Author of The Henry Rios Mystery Novels and the 

forthcoming novel, The City of Palaces 

 

American Literature Symposium 

The Latina/o Literary Landscape 

A Symposium Supported by the American Literature Association and the 

Latina/o Literature and Culture Society  
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About SSGA 

Established in 2005 and housed at the Women’s Studies Institute 
at the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), The Society for 
the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa (SSGA) provides a place for scholars, 
artists, students, and the community to come together with the 
intention of engaging in the spiritual and activist work of Chicana 
feminist work of Gloria Evangelina Anzaldúa. 

ContactUs: 

Norma Cantú 

cantun@umkc.edu 

Alejandra Barrientos 

ekg807@my.utsa.edu 

Larissa Mercado-López 

lmercadolopez@csufresno

.edu 

Sarah Czech 

sah4g6@mail.umkc.edu 

 

Don’t forget about our website or Facebook 

group! 

www.Gloriaanzaldua.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/gloria.anzaldua.society/ 
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The MA Program in Chicana/o Studies at 
California State University, Northridge is 
extending their application period until 
April 15, 2014 for Fall admissions. Please 
see our website:  
http://www.csun.edu/~hfchs006/CHS-ma-
program.html or contact Dr. Lara Medina 
818-677-6142 for more information.   

 

Attention Members 

If you have any events, workshops, articles, papers, artwork, 

etc. that you would like to include in next month’s newsletter, 

please contact us with the information provided to the side. 

DEADLINE:  March 5th, 2014 

General Information 

“The possibilities 

are numerous 

once we decide to 

act and not react.” 

-Gloria Anzaldúa 

mailto:cantun@umkc.edu
mailto:ekg807@my.utsa.edu
mailto:lmercadolopez@csufresno.edu
mailto:lmercadolopez@csufresno.edu
mailto:sah4g6@mail.umkc.edu
http://www.gloriaanzaldua.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/gloria.anzaldua.society/
http://www.csun.edu/~hfchs006/CHS-ma-program.html
http://www.csun.edu/~hfchs006/CHS-ma-program.html

