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El Mundo Zurdo Update 

As we begin the new school year, we would like to invite you to share the knowledge Gloria Anzaldúa so graciously 
gave to us by extending her scholarship to students, colleagues, community members, and other people in your lives 

who may not have read or studied her work. 
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We invite you to make plans to attend the El Mundo Zurdo 2013 conference hosted by the 
Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa (SSGA) and the Women’s Studies Institute (WSI) 
at the University of Texas, San Antonio (UTSA) from November 14-16 at the UTSA 
downtown campus. El Mundo Zurdo conferences are held every 18 months and provide a 
forum for SSGA members (scholars, students, artists, and community organizers) to come 
together and share their work in the spirit of Anzaldúa’s desire for inclusion, critical 
analysis and celebration of who we are. As in previous conferences, the opening welcome 
reception will feature an art exhibit curated by member Anel Flores. Proposals for artwork 
are currently being evaluated by committee members and artists will be notified soon of 
acceptance or rejection. 

In this newsletter we also include registration and travel/accommodation information in 
hopes that those wanting to attend will make arrangements soon as San Antonio will be 
packed with thousands of visitors for the 2013 Rock-n-Roll marathon to be held on Sunday, 
November 17. We invite El Mundo Zurdo attendees to sign up for the mini, half, or full 
marathon, don their conference T-shirt and walk, jog, or run the streets of San Antonio, a 
fitting conclusion to a weekend of intellectual and spiritual growth and discussion. We 
extend a warm invitation to everyone to attend. 

We have reviewed over 80 proposals and have chosen those presenting papers, workshops, 
and round table discussions. If you submitted a proposal and haven’t received a notice of 
acceptance/rejection, please contact us ASAP. 
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Registration Information 
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NAME: ____________________________________ 

TELEPHONE #s ____________________________  ADDRESS:_________________________________ 

 Home: _____________________________________  City: ______________ State ____ Zip code _______ 

 Work: _____________________________________  E-mail (s) __________________________________ 

 Cell: _______________________________________                      __________________________________________                                
 

REGISTRATION FEES (includes Friday lunch and tote bag): Please circle amount to indicate category 

CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION – BEFORE OCT 15      ON-SITE REGISTRATION – AFTER OCT 15 
          COMMUNITY/STUDENT  $30    $40  

         PROFESSIONAL   $80    $90 

LUNCH: Check the box if you would like to request a vegetarian meal    �  
  

   SUMMARY: 
   Registration:  $ _______________ (from above) 
 
  T-shirt: ($15)  $ _______________ circle size:     XXL  XL  L  M  S 

 
DONATION:   $________________ 

   (TO SUPPORT REGISTRATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THOSE REQUESTING THEM) 
 

TOTAL:  $ _______________  
Make checks or money orders payable to “UTSA Women’s Studies Institute” 

 Mail form and check to:             Carolyn Motley 
Women’s Studies Institute 

The University of Texas at San Antonio 
One UTSA Circle 

    San Antonio, TX 78249 
For registration questions, email  Carolyn.motley@utsa.edu or call (210) 458-6277 

 

Las	  fotos:	  Above	  left:	  At	  the	  First	  International	  Conference	  on	  the	  Life	  and	  Work	  of	  Gloria	  Anzaldúa:	  Norma	  E.	  Cantú,	  Paola	  
Bacchetta,	  Claire	  Joysmith	  and	  Papusa	  Molina.	  Center:	  Anzaldúa	  altar,	  El	  Retorno	  2010.	  Right:	  El	  Retorno	  Symposium	  May	  16,	  
2012	  in	  Hargill,	  Texas.	  Norma	  E.	  Cantú	  reading	  Anzaldúa’s	  poem,	  “To	  live	  in	  the	  borderlands	  means	  you.”	  
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Travel and 
Accommodation 

Be sure to make your arrangements soon! 
Here are a few hotels and a general idea 
of the area surrounding the University. 
Note: to see images more closely, press 

Window Icon+ (Command+ on Mac) 
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DoubleTree	  by	  Hilton,	  Downtown	  
Offers	  group	  rate	  for	  conferees.	  Be	  sure	  
to	  mention	  Group	  Code:	  GAC	  	  
	  
Call:	  210-‐388-‐0306	  
	  
or,	  Click	  Here	  
	  
Map	  to	  the	  left	  shows	  directions	  from	  
UTSA-‐	  Downtown	  Campus	  to	  the	  hotel	  

A. Comfort Inn   $80+ 
210-696-4766 
 
B. Four Points by Sheraton  $80+ 
210-690-0300 
 
C. Westin La Cantera Hill  $245+ 
210-588-6500 
 
D. Staybridge Suites   $102+ 
210-691-3443 
 
E. Drury Inn & Suites  $107+ 
210-696-0800 
 
F. Super 8    $46+ 
210-696-6916 
 
G. La Quinta   $89+ 
210-696-0100 
 
H. Motel 6   $56+ 
210-697-0731 

Other Options: Reserve early; no discount. 
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Cindy Cruz is an 
assistant 
professor in the 
Department of 
Education at UC 
Santa Cruz. She 
is a critical 
ethnographer 
and her work 
with LGBTQIA 
street youth is 
grounded by her use of testimonio 
methodologies, US Third World feminisms, 
and critical pedagogy. She received her 
doctorate from UCLA in 2006, was a 
postdoctoral fellow at Cornell University through 2008, and is a member of the Decolonial Feminisms Research Group at 
UC Berkeley and the Human Rights and Decolonial Feminisms Research Cluster at UC-Santa Cruz. Her work has been 
recognized with the Antonia Castañeda Prize from the National Association of Chicana and Chicaco Studies in 2012 and 
the 2012 Best New Article of the Queer SIG of the American Educational Research Association. Her work can be read in 
Excellence & Equality in Education, Curriculum Inquiry, Chicana/Latina Education in Everyday Life: Feminista Perspectives on 
Pedagogy and Epistemology (edited by Dolores Delgado Bernal and Sofia Villenas), Theory into Practice,  the  Encyclopedia of 
Lesbianism, Body Movements: Pedagogy, Politics and Social Change (edited by Sherry and Svi Shapiro), and the Los 
Angeles/Berkeley-based queer ‘zine JOTA. 

María E. Fránquiz 
is an associate 
professor in the 
Department of 
Curriculum and 
Instruction in the 
Bilingual-Bicultural 
Education program 
area. Her previous 
teaching positions 
were in Literacy 

and Bilingual-Multicultural Foundations of 
Education at the University of Colorado in 
Boulder (1995-2002) and in Bilingual-
Bicultural Studies at the University of Texas 
at San Antonio (2002-2008). Dr. Fránquiz 
teaches undergraduate and graduate 
courses on the theoretical foundations of 
bilingual education, biliteracy, and writing in 
bilingual contexts. She is also a teaching 
consultant for the National Writing Project. 
Her research is based on ethnographic 
examination of language and literacy 
practices in K-12 classrooms. Most recently 
her scholarship examines how Latino 
critical race theory elucidates the 
relationship between heritage culture and 
the evolving identities of future teachers. 
Dr. Fránquiz is an affiliate faculty in the 
Cultural Studies in Education program. 
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Thursday, November 14  
3 p.m.-5 p.m. Showing of Gloria Anzaldúa’s Keynote 
address at the historic conference, “Practicing 
Transgression: Radical Women of Color for the 21st Century 
Celebrating This Bridge Called My Back,” held at UC-Berkeley 
on February 7-10, 2002. 

6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Welcome Reception and Art Exhibit 

Friday, November 15  

9 a.m.-10 a.m.   Opening Plenary:   
María Fránquiz, PhD 

10:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  Sessions IA-IE 
11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.   Sessions IIA-IIF 
1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.   Lunch 
2:45 p.m.-4:00 p.m.   Sessions IIIA-IIIF 
4:14 p.m.-5:30 p.m.   Sessions IVA-IVF 
6 p.m.-9 p.m.   Cultural Event  
 
Saturday, November 16  
9 a.m.-10:15 a.m.   Sessions VA-VF 
10:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m.  Sessions VIA-VIF 
12 p.m.-1:30 p.m.   Closing Plenary:  

Cindy Cruz, PhD 
6:30 pm “nos(otros) ¡somos!”performance at the Esperanza 
Peace and Justice Center. Call (210) 228-0201 or visit 
http://www.esperanzacenter.org; see pg. 5 for information. 
 
Sunday, November 17  
For those interested in signing up for the Rock-N-Roll Marathon on 
Sunday, click below: 
Rock n Roll Marathon  

Schedule Summary 
2013 El Mundo Zurdo 

Activism, Philosophy & Pedagogy 
An international conference on the work of Gloria E. Anzaldúa 
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El Mundo Zurdo 

 Left: Aztec gods Queszacoatl and his rival, Tezcatlipoca. According to the legend, 
Tezcatlipoca was the first to create the sun and earth only to be turned into a 
jaguar by Quezacoatl. 

Above Right: Painting by Beatriz Gúzman Velasquez (2009) 
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Plenary Speakers Chosen: Cindy Cruz and María Fránquiz 

   María E. Fránquiz is an associate professor 
in the Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction in the Bilingual-Bicultural 
Education program area. Her previous 
teaching positions were in Literacy and 
Bilingual-Multicultural Foundations of 
Eduation at the University of Colorado in 
Boulder (1995-2002) and in Bilingual-
Bicultural Studies at the University of Texas at 
San Antonio (2002-2008). Dr. Fránquiz 
teaches 
undergraduate and 
graduate courses 
on the theoretical 
foundations of 

bilingual education, biliteracy and culture, 
Latino children's literature, and writing in 
bilingual contexts. She is a teaching consultant 
for the National Writing Project. Her research 
is based on ethnographic examination of 
language and literacy practices in K-12 
classrooms. Most recently her scholarship 
examines how Latino critical race theory 
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“nos(otros) ¡somos!” by Fabiola Torralba 

“nos(otros) ¡somos!” is a multimedia live performance that presents 
multiple facets of the immigration experience.  

In a collage of short works, individuals share narratives that reflect their 
experiences as (undocumented) immigrants in the U.S.  Stories of wit, 
resiliency, compassion, and imagination unravel through photography, 
song, performance, multimedia, video, and dance revealing the diversity 
of a human experience.          

Titled in reference to Gloria Evangelina Anzaldua’s writings on the other, 
nos(otros) ¡somos! is an opportunity for first voice immigrants and those 
directly engaged to speak for themselves. 

Performers include Karen Becerril, C.E.C.M., Mario S. Espinosa, Araceli 
Herrera of Domesticas Unidas, Allan Horwath of Horwath Productions, 
Eleonor Maciel, Gabriel Medina, Allis Angela Ozornia, Francisco Javier 
Sanchez, Fabiola Torralba, and Melissa Toscano Lazcano. 

“The way that [the stories were] told was really impactful. The 
combination of body movement, language, and music layered on top of 
that was very sensory. You felt it. I remember at one point I grabbed my 
chest because I was feeling a lot.”  

-Esmeralda Baltazar, Development Coordinator, Fuerza Unida 
 

“Even though most of us [in San Antonio, Texas] are Mexicanos, 
Chicanos, Mexico-Americanos, Latinos, we have so much to learn from 
the immigrant experience. Personally, me dio mucho sentimiento to 
witness the performance but at the same time me dio mucho orgullo to 
recognize the personal power of each and every one of [the performers] 
to be able to show us what it means and what it feels like to go through 
something like that. It was both feelings of pain but at the same time both 
feelings of joy and pride. I feel like what [was being shared] was sacred.”  

-Patricia Castillo, Director, P.E.A.C.E Initiative 

 
Original concept by Fabiola Torralba.   
Initial showing at Gallista Gallery July 27, 2013 with support from Lady Base 
Gallery. For more information visit 
http://ladybase210.wordpress.com/2013/06/18/fabiola-torralba-nosotros/ 

Artist’s Biography 
Fabiola Torralba is an interdisciplinary artist, educator, and activist.  After several years of 
community organizing and cultural work in San Antonio, two bachelor’s degrees, and some 
ethnographic fieldwork, she decides to professionally pursue the world of dance. Fabiola then 
trained under Erica Wilson-Perkins at Palo Alto College receiving an Associates of Arts in 
Dance, the Urban Bush Women, the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange, among many others, and has 
since collaborated independently with local artists, schools, and non-profit organizations on 
community dance projects.  She is a founding member of Erison Dancers, Ordinary Spaces, 
Movimiento Cihuatl and is an instructor for the City of San Antonio’s Parks and Recreation 
Dance Program.  Fabiola utilizes movement as a vehicle for community building, civic 
engagement, and social-cultural awareness.  Previous works include, En Rumbo, entre nos, 
Zapatos Viejos, This Bridge We Call…and XVoto.  Fabiola continues to explore various artistic 
mediums, interdisciplinary collaborations, and the intersections between art, story, and action. 
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Schedule for El Mundo Zurdo 2013 
Activism, Philosophy & Pedagogy 

An international conference on the work of Gloria E. Anzaldúa 

 

Thursday, Nov. 14 Friday, Nov.15 Saturday, Nov. 16 Sunday, Nov. 17 

6p-9p  

Welcome Reception 

and Art Exhibit 

9a-10a Opening Plenary 

María Fránquez 

10:15a-11:30a  Session I 

11:45a-1p        Session II 

1p-2:30p      Lunch 

2:45p-4:00p   Session III 

4:14p-5:30p   Session IV 

6p-9p  

Cultural Event TBD 

9a-10:15a         Session V 

10:30a-11:45a Session VI 

12p-1:30p     Closing 

Plenary, Cindy Cruz 

 

 

http://runrocknroll.com
petitor.com/san-antonio Downtown Campus  

501 César E. Chávez 
Boulevard  

San Antonio, TX 78207 

About SSGA 

Established in 2005 and housed at the University 

of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), The Society for 

the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa (SSGA) provides a 

place for scholars, artists, students, and the 

community to come together with the intention of 

engaging in the spiritual work of Chicana feminist 

Gloria Evangelina Anzaldúa 

Contact Us 

Norma Cantú: 

cantun@umkc.edu 
 
Alejandra Barrientos 

ekg807@my.utsa.edu 
 
Larissa Mercado-López 

larissa.mercado@utsa.edu 
 
Rachel Rumpf 

rlr70e@mail.umkc.edu 

ATTENTION MEMBERS:  If you have any events, workshops, articles, papers, artwork, etc. that you 
would like to include in next month's newsletter, please contact us with the information provided 
above. DEADLINE: June 20, 2013 September 3, 2013 
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Click here: http://education.utsa.edu/womens-studies/gloria_anzaldua_conference_2013/ for 
more information on El Mundo Zurdo! 

PREVIEW: Select Panels for El Mundo Zurdo 

Established in 2005 and housed at the 
Women’s Studies Institute at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), The Society for 
the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa (SSGA) 
provides a place for scholars, artists, students, 
and the community to come together with the 
intention of engaging in the spiritual and 
activist work of Chicana feminist work of 
Gloria Evangelina Anzaldúa. 

At the 2013 El Mundo Zurdo Conference on the Life and Work of Gloria Anzaldúa: ACTIVISM, 
PHILOSOPHY, AND PEDAGOGY you will be able to attend sessions on a variety subjects related to our 
theme. The following selected sessions will give you an idea of what to expect.  
 
 The conference themes – activism, philosophy, and pedagogy – intertwine the corporeal and the intellectual, 
reminding us how our practices are formed by our ideas and how our ideas form bodies through practice. This 
insight draws from the ways in which the work of Gloria Anzaldúa crosses borders between and among 
bodies, minds, identities, communities, spirits, and time periods. In their panel, “Bodies/Acts/Pedagogies: 
Translating Knowledge Across Corporeal Borders,” Suzanne Bost, Erica Chu and Tace Hedrick will explore 
these non-geographic borders that we aim to cross in our work as teachers, scholars, and activists. 

	  A Cross-Genre Panel titled “Diabetes and Healing: Poetry, Creative Non-Fiction, and Decolonizing Your Diet” 
with presenters, ire’ne lara silva, Amelia Montes, Luz Calvo, and Catriona Esquibel attends to the critical issue 
of health touching on the philosophical and activist work at the level of everyday life. This panel seeks to 
highlight unique and creative ways that we can approach Diabetes and Healing as conscious individuals who 
are seeking to comprehensively heal body, mind, heart, and spirit. ire’ne lara silva will be reading from her 
new poetry manuscript, blood·sugar·canto. Amelia Montes will read a creative non-fiction piece about glucose 
readings and the stories they tell. Luz Calvo and Catriona Esquibel will present their work on food/nutrition, 
reclaiming their heritage, and eating healthy as well as discussing Anzaldúa’s poem “To Live in the 
Borderlands Means You” in relation to the Decolonize Your Diet cookbook project. 


