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Society for the 
Study of Gloria 

Anzaldúa 
“I	  am	  an	  act	  of	  kneading,	  of	  uniting	  and	  joining	  that	  not	  only	  
has	  produced	  both	  a	  creature	  of	  darkness	  and	  a	  creature	  of	  
light,	  but	  also	  a	  creature	  that	  questions	  the	  definitions	  of	  
light	  and	  dark	  and	  gives	  them	  new	  meanings”	  

	  –Gloria	  Anzaldúa	  

October 2013 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

Once again we are gearing 
up to host members and friends of 
SSGA at our 2013 EL MUNDO 
ZURDO gathering at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio as we have 
every 18 months since November 
2007 when the first gathering was 
held (A symposium titled Güeras y 
Prietas: Celebrating 20 years of 
Borderlands/la Frontera, a riff off the 
very successful gatherings sponsored 
by the Programa Universitario de 
Estudios de Genero at the 
Universdad Autónoma de Mexico 
and held at the UNAM in Mexico 
City). Subsequently El Mundo Zurdo 
became the overarching title for the 
gatherings; each time the focus 
changed; for 2013 the theme is 
Activism, Philosophy, and Ped-
agogy. Our plenary speakers are 
María Fránquiz and Cindy Cruz. We 
look forward to seeing you all this 
November 14-16. 
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It’s too late to pre-register! 
But here is the information…. 
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REGISTRATION FEES (includes Friday lunch and tote bag): Please circle amount to indicate category 

CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION –ON-SITE REGISTRATION – AFTER OCT 15 
          COMMUNITY/STUDENT      $40  

         PROFESSIONAL       $90 

LUNCH: Check the box if you would like to request a vegetarian meal    �  
  

   SUMMARY: 
   Registration:  $ _______________ (from above) 
 
  T-shirt: ($15)  $ _______________ circle size:     XXL  XL  L  M  S 

 
DONATION:   $________________ 

   (TO SUPPORT REGISTRATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THOSE REQUESTING THEM) 
 

TOTAL:  $ _______________  
Make checks or money orders payable to “UTSA Women’s Studies Institute” 

Carolyn Motley 
Women’s Studies Institute 

The University of Texas at San Antonio 
One UTSA Circle 

    San Antonio, TX 78249 
For registration questions, email  Carolyn.motley@utsa.edu or call (210) 458-6277 

 
IF YOU APPLIED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP YOU WILL BE NOTIFED BY NOVEMBER 

10 WHETHER YOU RECEIVED IT AND IF YOU DID, THEN ALL YOU NEED TO 
DO IS LET US KNOW IS BRING THE EMAIL TO THE REGISTRATION DESK. 

Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa 

Las	  fotos:	  Above	  left:	  At	  the	  First	  International	  Conference	  on	  the	  Life	  and	  work	  of	  Gloria	  Anzaldúa:	  Norma	  E.	  Cantú,	  Paola	  
Bacchetta,	  Claire	  Joysmith	  and	  Papusa	  Molina.	  Center:	  Anzaldúa	  altar,	  El	  Retorno	  2010.	  Right:	  El	  Retorno	  Symposium	  May	  16,	  
2012	  in	  Hargill,	  Texas.	  Norma	  E.	  Cantú	  reads	  a	  poem.	  
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Aunt	  Lute	  will	  be	  selling	  El	  Mundo	  Zurdo	  3:	  Selected	  Works	  from	  the	  2012	  
Meeting	  of	  the	  Society	  for	  the	  Study	  of	  Gloria	  Anzaldúa	  and	  other	  publications	  
including	  the	  25th	  anniversary	  edition	  of	  Borderlands/La	  Frontera.	  Be	  sure	  to	  
check	  out	  their	  table	  during	  the	  conference! 
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Call for Papers 

Borderlands: Scholarship as Pilgrimage and Mystery 
The Association for the Study of Women and Mythology (ASWM) 

2014 National Conference San Antonio, TX March 28-30 
We invite you to submit proposals to the ASWM Third Biennial National Conference. ASWM is a 
professional organization supporting scholarly and creative endeavors that explore or elucidate 
aspects of the sacred feminine. 

• As this conference takes place in the modern borderland between Mexico and the US 
and in the stronghold of Native American and Latina traditions of the Southwest, we invite 
you to consider these topics: 

o Mesoamerican/American Indigenous cultures in relation to women and myth 
o Weaving as spiritual practice 
o Indigenous foods as connected to place and self  
o Native language retention as connected to cultural preservation  
o Spiritual, cultural and mythic traditions (such as Day of the Dead/Dia de los 

Muertos and La Llorona, La Virgen de Guadalupe, Corn Mother, Spider Woman) 
o Borderland myths and reality of women’s lives 
o Curanderas and healing practices 
o Myth and folklore associated with water 
o Women's roles in spiritual practices at home and in community 
o The language of petroglyphs as markers of female deity  

• How does mythology about women interact with the sense and reality of place? How 
does our scholarship change when place becomes an element or partner in our 
research? What does it mean to find wisdom in places? 

• What are new paths for the field of Women’s Spirituality and Goddess Studies, including 
archeomythology?  What are new models and methods for our scholarly inquiry?   

• What are the complexities around issues of Cultural Appropriation?  How do we 
understand and address the tensions around rootedness and local culture and issues of 
lineage and history?  Are there new ways to honor history and culture while enriching our 
scholarship? 

• One of the groundbreaking books from Patricia Monaghan was Oh Mother Sun: A New 
Vision of the Cosmic Feminine. We invite you to submit proposal ideas that are in 
dialogue with this work about solar goddesses.   

• Animal mysteries, including myth and folklore especially related to horses or to predators. 
• Liminal deity, spanning borders of species, sex, and gender 

Proposals for papers, panels, and workshops addressing these topics will be given preference, 
but other subjects will be considered.  Papers should be 20 minutes; up to four papers on a 
related topic may be proposed together.  Workshops (limited to 90 minutes) should be organized 
to provide audience interaction and must clearly address theme. 
 
 
Presenters from all disciplines are welcome, as well as creative artists, filmmakers and 
practitioners who engage mythic themes in a scholarly manner in their work.  Presenters must 
become members of ASWM prior to conference.    
 
 
Send 250-word abstract (for panels, 200 word abstract plus up to 150 words per paper) to 
aswmsubmissions@gmail.com by November 1, 2013.  Include bio of up to 70 words for each 
presenter, as well as contact information including surface address and email.  See 
www.womenandmyth.org. 
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Schedule for El Mundo Zurdo 2013 
Activism, Philosophy & Pedagogy 

An international conference on the work of Gloria E. Anzaldúa 

 

Thursday, Nov. 14 Friday, Nov.15 Saturday, Nov. 16 Sunday, Nov. 17 

6p-9p  

Welcome Reception 

and Art Exhibit 

9a-10a Opening Plenary 

María Fránquez 

10:15a-11:30a  Session I 

11:45a-1p        Session II 

1p-2:30p      Lunch 

2:45p-4:00p   Session III 

4:14p-5:30p   Session IV 

6p-9p  

Cultural Event TBD 

9a-10:15a         Session V 

10:30a-11:45a Session VI 

12p-1:30p     Closing 

Plenary, Cindy Cruz 

 

 

http://runrocknroll.com
petitor.com/san-antonio Downtown Campus  

501 César E. Chávez 
Boulevard  

San Antonio, TX 78207 

About SSGA 

Established in 2005 and housed at the University 

of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), The Society for 

the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa (SSGA) provides a 

place for scholars, artists, students, and the 

community to come together with the intention of 

engaging in the spiritual work of Chicana feminist 

Gloria Evangelina Anzaldúa 

Contact Us 

Norma Cantú: 

cantun@umkc.edu 
 
Alejandra Barrientos 

ekg807@my.utsa.edu 
 
Larissa Mercado-López 

larissa.mercado@utsa.edu 
 
Rachel Rumpf 

rlr70e@mail.umkc.edu 

ATTENTION MEMBERS:  If you have any events, workshops, articles, papers, artwork, etc. that you 
would like to include in next month's newsletter, please contact us with the information provided 
above. DEADLINE: June 20, 2013 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS: We do not put out a newsletter over the winter break (December –
January). But, if you have any events, workshops, articles, papers, artwork, book reviews, etc. that 
you would like to include in the February Newsletter, please contact us with the information 
providing images and copy ready text by January 10, 2014. 
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In the Chicana coming of age, Frida Kahlo embodied the whole notion of culture for Chicana 
women. She represented all that we valued: courage, activism , personal strength, familia, 
beauty and artistic creativity. Individually and collectively she became an imagined ancestor 
we not only wanted, but needed. Her iconic image, her paintings and her struggle as a woman 
inspired us and moved us forward in our own movimiento.

        —Amalia Mesa Bains

Roberta Orona-Cordova is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Chicana/o Studies at California State University, Northridge.  She is a 
graduate of the University of California, Los Angeles, MFA; San Francisco 
State University, M.A.; and the University of California, Berkeley, B.A.; 
Her teaching areas are Minority Creative Writing, Approaches to Univer-
sity Writing, Chicana/o Literature, and Chicana/o in Film.

Society for the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa 

Established in 2005 and housed at the 
Women’s Studies Institute at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), The Society for 
the Study of Gloria Anzaldúa (SSGA) 
provides a place for scholars, artists, students, 
and the community to come together with the 
intention of engaging in the spiritual and 
activist work of Chicana feminist work of 
Gloria Evangelina Anzaldúa. 


